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Outdoor Dining in a 
Community Can…







Existing 
Regulations
Performance Standards:
• There is a continuous 


path of travel of at least 
six feet in width.


• Pedestrian and 
accessibility access and 
views of traffic devices is 
not obstructed.


• Access to meters, fire 
hydrants, or other objects 
(street hardware) in the 
right-of-way. 







Urgency 
Ordinance No. 
2020-03


• Purpose: Streamlining and expediting temporary 
outdoor seating permits to support continued operation 
of businesses while also complying with health orders


• Waive code requirements, establish a TUP process







Temporary Use Permits during COVID
Business Name Street Address Location Covered/ Enclosed? Active?
Pear Street Bistro 2395 San Pablo Avenue Between Bank Building 


and existing restaurant
Covered and enclosed Yes


East Bay Coffee 
Company 


2529 San Pablo Avenue Lot next door to East 
Bay Coffee Building


Covered No, removed


Tina’s Place 2300 San Pablo Avenue Private parking lot Covered and enclosed Yes
Applebee’s 1369 Fitzgerald Drive Private parking lot Not enclosed or 


covered
No, removed


Antlers 2284 San Pablo Avenue Private parking lot Enclosed No, removed
Que Onda 1473 Fitzgerald Drive Private parking lot Covered No, removed
Il Grand 812 San Pablo Avenue In front portion of the 


building
Not enclosed or 
covered


No, removed


Mel’s Diner 1441 Fitzgerald Drive Private parking lot Covered and enclosed No, removed
Sue’s Place 2265 Pear Street Parklet in public right-


of-way
Covered and Enclosed Yes







Framework Categories
Define categories of outdoor dining ( “sidewalk dining areas”, “parklets”, “outdoor dining 
areas”)


Establish the permitting process for outdoor dining (opportunities for public input, annual 
renewal or inspections, one-time and annual fees, maintenance, and liability)


Describe the locations and/or zoning districts where different categories of outdoor dining 
are allowed


Establish standards for design & materials (size, landscaping, accessibility, circulation, 
lighting, safety, signage, heating, air circulation & outdoor furniture)


Consider encouraging other elements (like public art and bicycle parking)


Establish standards that address use of the area (i.e., hours, public access, and equity) 


Address parking requirements


Address the transition from temporary outdoor dining areas to permanent dining areas







Planning Commission Recommendations:
Permitting Process


Subtopic Planning Commission 
Recommendation


Staff Comment


Parklets 
or Public 
Property


Planning Commission review, with 
recommendation to City Council 
for a final decision.


The Municipal Code does not contemplate larger 
parklet or other structures in right-of-way or other 
public property. Additional standards should be 
considered for safety and aesthetics.


Sidewalk 
dining


Zoning Administrator hearing with 
Zoning Administrator providing 
final decision (appeal authority to 
the Planning Commission, City 
Council).


The Commission’s recommendation is aligned 
with the existing Code process. Additional 
standards should be considered for safety and 
aesthetics.


All other 
private 
outdoor 
dining 
areas


Zoning Administrator hearing with 
Zoning Administrator providing 
final decision (appeal authority to 
the Planning Commission, City 
Council).


The Commission’s recommendation is aligned 
with the existing Code process. Additional 
standards should be considered for safety and 
aesthetics.







Planning Commission Recommendations:
Locations/Zoning Districts







Planning Commission Recommendations:
Aesthetic, Comfort and Safety Standards 







Planning Commission 
Recommendations:
Public Use of Area & Other Elements







Planning Commission Recommendations:
Parking & Transition







Summary and Recommended Next Steps


Current Municipal Code has a process 
pathway for outdoor dining on sidewalks and 
private outdoor areas in Pinole. 


• Standards related to aesthetics, 
safety, design and durability are 
lacking and could be revisited and 
refreshed. 


• Not a clear process pathway for 
parklets, or permanent outdoor 
dining, on public property. 


Should staff return with a specific proposal on 
modified outdoor dining regulations to support 
and encourage outdoor dining in the City, or 
not?


If yes, direct Staff to return with a specific proposal, 
which will incorporate best practices from other 
jurisdictions. 


If no, give Staff direction on when to expire the TUPs and 
begin enforcing the removal of temporary outdoor dining 
structures.
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